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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 26 October

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
on Monday alleged fresh
irregularities in electoral rolls
in Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka,
accusing the Election
Commission of India of failing
to prevent manipulation of
voter lists and demanding the
immediate resignation of Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar and an end
to the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Inapostonthe social media
platform X, Ramesh said the
latest revelations had exposed
adeepening crisis in the Election
Commission and the Narendra
Modi government, alleging
that the BJP’s attempts to
divert attention could not
conceal the seriousness of the
situation.

Citing developments in Uttar
Pradesh, the Congress general
secretary in charge of
communications said the ECI
had ordered scrutiny of electoral
rolls in all 403 Assembly
constituencies after irregularities
were highlighted by the Congress

and the Samajwadi Party. He
claimed thatin Azamgarh, the
name of the same individual
appeared 13 times on the
electoral roll, describing it as
justoneamongtens of thousands
of irregularities allegedly
detected in only two
constituencies.

Ramesh questioned the

accountability measures
taken in the matter, alleging
that eight junior officials
were being held responsible
while those who were actually
responsible for the
irregularities continued to
escape punishment. The
allegations, he said, raised
questions about the integrity

PM Modiextendsgreetings on Maharishi ValmikiJayanti,
says histeachings will continue toguide humanity

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 26 October

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday extended his
greetings to the people on the
occasion of Maharishi Valmiki
Jayanti, describing the revered
sage’s noble thoughts as an
integral part of India’s cultural
heritage and emphasising that
his timeless messages for
humanity would continue to
guide generations.

Inaposton the social media
platform X, Modi said: “Heartfelt
greetings toeveryone on Maharishi
Valmiki Jayanti. His noble
thoughts have been fundamental
to Indian culture and heritage
and will continue to help the
nation flourish in every era.
His invaluable messages for
humanity will always serve as
a guiding light for the people
of the country.”

Maharishi Valmiki, revered
asthe Adi Kavior thefirst poet,
istraditionally regarded as the
author of the Ramayana, one
of the most influential epics in
Indian literature and spiritual
tradition. The epic narrates the
life and ideals of Lord Rama
and explores enduring values
such as truth, righteousness,
duty,compassion and devotion.

Valmiki Jayanti is observed
tohonour the sage’s contribution
toIndian literature, philosophy
and spiritual thought. His

teachings and the ideals
embodied in the Ramayana
have influenced generations
and continue to hold significance
in India’s cultural and social
life. Modi's message highlighted

the enduring relevance of
Valmikis philosophy, underlining
how the sage’s thoughts and
teachings remain a source of
inspiration for the nation and
humanity across generations.

INDIA

JairamRameshallegestreshelectoral
rollirregularitiesin UP and Karnataka

of the electoral roll
preparation and verification
process.

Tuming to Karnataka, Ramesh
alleged that the misuse of
Form 7, which is used to seek
the deletion of names from
electoral rolls, had continued
despite protests by the Congress
led by the state’s Chief Minister.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai, 26 October

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis directed
Mumbai Police Commissioner
Deven Bharti here on Monday
to setup a special investigation
team (SIT) for a detailed probe
into the controversial audio
clip publicised by Maratha
reservation agitator Manoj
Jarange Patil, according to
official sources.

The SIT will investigate
the authenticity of the viral
audio clip and the identities
of those speaking in it, sources
said.

The SIT has been directed
to identify who is speaking
in the audio clip, whether the
conversation is real or edited,
and the full story behind the
episode.

The most important question
in this case is whose voice is
inthe audio clip. This s likely
tobe verified through technical
examination and other evidence.

Fadnavis's latest move came
after Maharashtra Minister

of State (MoS) for Home
Affairs Pankaj Bhoyar ordered
a forensic analysis of the viral
audio clip on Saturday, after
Maratha reservation agitator
Manoj Jarange Patil publicised
it at a press conference in
Jalna on Thursday.

MoS Bhoyar said he ordered
the inquiry after Manoj Jarange
Patil'srequest. Leaders of the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena
have also demanded aninquiry
into this matter.

The Maharashtra State
Cyber Cell and Forensic Science
Laboratory are likely to be
entrusted with audio spec-
trographic analysis.

The two-year-old audio clip
whose authenticity is yet to
be verified, is a purported
discussion between some
BJP office bearers, a senior
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) official who plays an
important role in the BJP’s
social media operations and
some YouTube influencers
about an alleged discussion
on how Rs 500 crores was
given to Deputy CM Eknath
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Shinde’s son and Lok Sabha
MP Dr Shrikant Shinde to
pay Manoj Jarange Patil.

However, Maratha reservation
agitator Manoj Jarange has
denied receiving any money
from anybody.

Supposedly, the audio clip
features a purported discussion
regarding how toraise a new
issue to create religious
polarisation to divert people’s
attention from issues which
cause discomfort to the
government.

The audio clip also features
an alleged discussion about

FadnavisordersSIT probeinto
JarangePatil’saudioclip

how to bring forward Maratha
leaders of the ruling BJP to
reduce Jarange Patil’s growing
influence in the Maratha
community. In this connection,
the names of Maratha MPs
like Udayanraje Bhosale,
Shivendraraje Bhosale and
Narendra Patil cropped up.

The purported conversation
in the audio clip publicised
by Manoj Jarange Patil also
allegedly discusses using
personal funds in such ventures
to checkmate Jarange Patil
if spending from BJP funds
was not possible.
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